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A generation before Walt Disney, Fred Thompson was the "boy-wonder" of American popular amusements.
At the turn of the 20th century, Thompson's entrepreneurial drive made him into an entertainment mogul
who helped to define the popular culture of his day. In this lively biography, cultural historian Woody
Register tells the remarkable story of Thompson and examines the transformation of commerce and
entertainment as American society moved into an era of mass marketing and large-scale corporate enterprise.
Register shows how Thompson got his start as a creator and promoter of carnival shows and world's fairs,
including the World's Columbian Exposition in 1893, and he traces Thompson's career as one of the
principal developers and promoters of Coney Island (where he built Luna Park) and other amusement parks.
Thompson built the mammoth Hippodrome Theater in Manhattan and mounted many productions there and
on Broadway, noted for their spectacular (and spectacularly costly) staging effects. Thompson aggressively
marketed to adult consumers a world of make-believe and childlike play, crafting his own public image as
"the boy who never grew up." Register shows how strongly Thompson's fantasies appealed to the growing
legions of men and women who found themselves in a world that seemed increasingly "businesslike," profit-
oriented, and regimented.
Colorful, well written, and insightful, The Kid of Coney Island brings to life a kaleidoscopic era in New York
history as well as one of its most striking characters.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

The book The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and the Rise of American Amusements can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
great thing like a book The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and the Rise of American Amusements?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson
and the Rise of American Amusements has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Hodge:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and the Rise of
American Amusements has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and
the Rise of American Amusements is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship together with the book The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and the Rise of
American Amusements. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Joseph Vargas:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and the Rise of American
Amusements book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer involving The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and the Rise of American
Amusements content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Kid of
Coney Island: Fred Thompson and the Rise of American Amusements is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

George Hoffman:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and
the Rise of American Amusements was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and the Rise of American Amusements has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read



and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
which.
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