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An utterly original and compelling novel from “one of our living masters (McSweeney’s), originally
published in 1998 and now re-issued by Grove with a new introduction--a conversation between the
author and Daniel Handler.

Paul Emmons has his faults—envy, lust, naiveté, money laundering, and art forgery to name but a few. A
fallen accountant and scamster, Emmons and wife Mary are exiled abroad, though they enjoy frequent and
inadvisable returns to New England, the region of his crimes, to check in on the property they own but
cannot claim.

With this, the stage is set for Drury's darkly comic novel of love, death, guilt, redemption, and the various
forms of clam chowder. Through a series of flashbacks and bizarre encounters, we see Paul's life as a college
student in Quebec; his unfortunate professional beginnings in Rhode Island as business associate of Carlo
Record, the one-armed president of the fraudulent company "New England Amusements"; and his stint as an
investigative journalist.

As time passes, Paul is tracked down by Carlo's cronies--Ashtray Bob, Line-Item Vito, and Hatpin Henry--
who try to coerce Paul into stealing the infamous John Singer Sargant painting "The Black Brook" from the
Tate gallery in London. Instead, Paul begs Mary, a painter, to reproduce the Sargant, in an attempt to outwit
Carlo and his henchmen; a plot that produces comic consequences.

Through it all Paul strives to find and accomplish his mission in life, and myriad characters contrive to tell
their stories—of broken promises, nightmarish evenings, and identities lost and found in this "irresistibly
droll portrayal of an All-American liar, loser, and innocent" (Kirkus).
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From reader reviews:

John Dudley:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Black Brook. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book The Black Brook.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

April Hall:

This The Black Brook book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Black
Brook without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Black Brook can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Black
Brook having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Keven Peterson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Black Brook why because the great cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Sherry Ellis:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book The
Black Brook we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must
choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life by this book The Black Brook. You can more inviting than now.
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