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In a moving and bittersweet story, M.J. Andersen chronicles her childhood and adolescence in South Dakota,
her departure to forge her own life, and her persistent longing for the landscape she left behind. Her
hometown, given the fictional name of Plainville, is so quiet that one local family regularly parks by the
tracks to watch the train pass through. Yet small-town life and, especially, the prairie prove to be fertile
ground for Andersen's imagination. Exploring subjects as seemingly unrelated as Roy Rogers and Tolstoy's
beloved Anna Karenina, she repeatedly locates a transcendent connection with South Dakota's broad
horizon.

Andersen introduces us to her hardworking newspaper family, which produces one of Plainville's two
competing weeklies; to Job's Daughters, a Christian association intended to prepare young women for
adversity (Plainville's chapter assumes the added responsibility of throwing the town's best teen dances); and
even to a local variety of hardy alfalfa, to which her best friend has a surprising kinship.

Leaving behind her physical home, Andersen travels East for college, remaining to begin a journalism
career. With her husband she eventually settles into her first house, a beautiful Victorian that, though loved,
somehow does not feel like home in the way she had anticipated. Through subsequent travels, memories, and
a meditation on Tolstoy's complex relationship to his ancestral home, she arrives at a new idea of what home
is -- one that should resonate with every American who has ever had to pull up stakes.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Portable Prairie: Confessions of an Unsettled Midwesterner. Try to make
book Portable Prairie: Confessions of an Unsettled Midwesterner as your pal. It means that it can being your
friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Bryan Rodriguez:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Portable Prairie: Confessions of an Unsettled
Midwesterner it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book provides high quality.

Nicholas Gober:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Portable
Prairie: Confessions of an Unsettled Midwesterner your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The Portable Prairie: Confessions of an Unsettled Midwesterner giving you yet
another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Tamara Reams:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Portable Prairie: Confessions of an
Unsettled Midwesterner can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for



you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Portable Prairie:
Confessions of an Unsettled Midwesterner.
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