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Pyrrhus Press specializes in bringing books long out of date back to life, allowing today’s readers access to
yesterday’s treasures.
Jacob Abbott was a well-known 19th century historian who wrote biographies on various leaders and famous
individuals, including this one about the notorious Roman emperor Nero. Throughout the annals of history,
there have been few figures as reviled as Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus, better known as Nero Claudius
Caesar Drusus Germanicus, or more simply, Nero. Even today, he remains one of the Roman Empire’s most
famous – or notorious – figures, a villain whose impact on popular culture is so vast that his name crops up
consistently to this day in literature, film, TV and mediums as unlikely as video games and anime.
Nero ranks among the very worst of the Caesars, alongside the likes of mad Caligula, slothful Commodus,
and paranoid Domitian, a figure so hated that, in many ancient Christian traditions, he is literally, without
hyperbole, considered the Antichrist; according to a notable Biblical scholar, the coming of the Beast and the
number 666 in the Book of Revelation are references to Nero. He was the man who, famously, “fiddled
while Rome burned”, an inveterate lecher, a murderous tyrant who showed little compunction in murdering
his mother and who liked to use Christian martyrs as a source of illumination at night – by burning them
alive. His economic policies, according to many historians, virtually bankrupted Rome.
The best known accounts of Nero come from biographers like Tacitus, Cassius Dio, Suetionius and
Josephus, but there are also indications that, to some extent, reports of Nero’s cruelty were exaggerated.
Nero was popular with the common people and much of the army, and during his reign the Empire enjoyed a
period of remarkable peace and stability. Many historians, including some of his ancient biographers – such
as Josephus – suggest that there existed a strong bias against Nero. Part of this is because his successors
wished to discredit him, and justify the insurrections which eventually drove him, hounded from the throne,
to a lonely suicide. Much of the bias against Nero can also be attributed to the fact that he was a renowned
persecutor of Christians, and since many of the historians who wrote about Nero in the years after his death
were Christians themselves, it made sense for them to have a jaundiced view of their erstwhile nemesis.
Because of this, some historians have suggested that Nero’s demeanour and reputation might not be as black
as the original sources might be inclined to suggest.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Nero.

Robert Carlson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Nero.

Stephanie Gilley:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nero can be the answer, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Dave Arreola:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Nero can give you a lot of good friends because by you
looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? We should have Nero.
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