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The poultry processing industry in El Dorado, Arkansas, was an economic powerhouse in the latter half of
the twentieth century. It was the largest employer in the interconnected region of South Arkansas and North
Louisiana surrounding El Dorado, and the fates of many related companies and farms depended on its
continued financial success. We Just Keep Running the Line is the story of the rise of the poultry processing
industry in El Dorado and the labor force -- composed primarily of black women -- upon which it came to
rely.

At a time when agricultural jobs were in decline and Louisiana stood at the forefront of rising anti-welfare
sentiment, much of the work available in the area went to men, driving women into less attractive, labor-
intensive jobs. LaGuana Gray argues that the justification for placing African American women in the
lowest-paying and most dangerous of these jobs, like poultry processing, derives from longstanding
mischaracterizations of black women by those in power. In evaluating the perception of black women as
"less" than white women -- less feminine, less moral, less deserving of social assistance, and less invested in
their families' and communities' well-being -- Gray illuminates the often-exploitative nature of southern
labor, the growth of the agribusiness model of food production, and the role of women of color in such food
industries.

Using collected oral histories to allow marginalized women of color to tell their own stories and to contest
and reshape narratives commonly used against them, We Just Keep Running the Line explores the physical
and psychological toll this work took on black women, analyzing their survival strategies and their fight to
retain their humanity in an exploitative industry.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Shelby:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this We Just Keep Running
the Line: Black Southern Women and the Poultry Processing Industry, you are able to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.

Linda Hill:

You may get this We Just Keep Running the Line: Black Southern Women and the Poultry Processing
Industry by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Raymond Littlefield:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book We Just Keep Running the Line: Black
Southern Women and the Poultry Processing Industry was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book We Just Keep Running the Line: Black Southern Women and the Poultry Processing
Industry has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading this.

Mildred Timm:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the We Just Keep Running the Line: Black Southern Women and the



Poultry Processing Industry when you essential it?
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