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This book presents how ancient Christianity must be understood from the viewpoint of the history of
religionsin late antiquity. The continuation of biblical prophecy runs like a thread from Jesus through Mani
to Muhammad. And yet this thread, arguably the single most important characteristic of the Abrahamic
movement, often remains outside the mainstream, hidden, as it were, since it generates heresy. The figures of
the Gnostic, the holy man, and the mystic are all

sequels of the Israelite prophet. They reflect amode of religiosity that is characterized by high intensity. It is
centripetal and activist by nature and emphasizes sectarianism and polemics, esoteric knowledge, or gnosis
and charisma. The other mode of religiosity, much more common than the first,

is centrifugal and irenic. It favours an ecumenical attitude, contents itself with awidely shared faith, or pigtis,
and reflects, in Weberian parlance, the routinisation of the new religious movement. Thisis the mode of
priests and bishops, rather than that of martyrs and holy men. These two main modes of religion, high versus
low intensity, exist simultaneously, and cross the boundaries of religious communities. They offer atool
permitting usto follow the transformations of religionin

late antiquity in general, and in ancient Christianity in particular, without becoming prisoners of the
traditional categories of patristic literature. Through the dialectical relationship between these two modes of
religiosity, one can follow the complex transformations of ancient Christianity in its

broad religious context.
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From reader reviews:
Steve Bennett:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Making of the Abrahamic Religionsin Late Antiquity (Oxford
Studies In Abrahamic Religions).

Wilma Baca:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the eraand that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Making of the Abrahamic
Religionsin Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies In Abrahamic Religions) is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

LisaHaight:

The actual book The Making of the Abrahamic Religionsin Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies In Abrahamic
Religions) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the ideais
very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Making of the
Abrahamic Religionsin Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies In Abrahamic Religions) is much recommended to
you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Awilda Kédll:

The Making of the Abrahamic Religionsin Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies In Abrahamic Religions) can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing The Making of the Abrahamic Religionsin Late Antiquity (Oxford Studies
In Abrahamic Religions) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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