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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 2,0, Martin Luther University (Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course:
English Rules the World? The Globalisation of English, 14 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: The role of the English language among all other languages is constantly examined, researched and
written about. It appears that no other language has ever had such an amazing and massive impact on other
cultures, languages and world history. Statements like “English is today a truly global language” (Rubdy
2006: 5) and “World English exists as a political and cultural reality” (Crystal 2003b: xii) underpin the
notion of the possibility of a language that connects all people, a notion and perhaps also a wish that is
almost as old as mankind.
This paper will investigate the question of what defines a language as a global one and what factors are
convincing or definite. David Crystal’s explanation makes it quite obvious: “A language achieves a
genuinely global status when it develops a special role that is recognized in every country” (Crystal 2003b:
3). However, he himself admits that this is not precise enough; a ‘special role’ can mean many things. The
concept usually refers to political aspects, like, for example, the status of the language of the state defined by
law, or the language being the only one in some states for historical reasons (cf. Crystal 2003b: 66).
But in all cases, it can be argued, the population is living in an environment in which the English language is
routinely in evidence, publicly accessible in varying degrees, and part of the nation’s recent or present
identity (Crystal 2003b: 66).

It also has to be clarified what processes can lead to a global status of a language, and if so-called “naïve”
theories hold true. For the purpose of examining this question further, the concept of the lingua franca and
the role of English as such will also be looked at. Talking about English and its world influence, it is
inevitable to consider the roles and history of Britain and the United States. In order to make the attempt of
getting more precise, numbers of speakers will be shown and it will be explained how these numbers came
about and what they mean.
...
As obvious as it may seem, English is dominant is so many spheres that it appears impossible to account for
all of them thoroughly. However, the most significant domains will be explained as such in order to draw a
connection between history, present and future.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

This book untitled How and why did English come to be a global language? to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Paul Butler:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this How and why
did English come to be a global language?, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

John Merritt:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. How and why did English come to be a global language? can be your answer
given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Manuel Pina:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book How and why did English come to be
a global language? to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and
study it. Beside that the guide How and why did English come to be a global language? can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that
time.
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