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At the age of eighteen, Chad Rowan left his home in rural Hawai'i for Tokyo with visions of becoming a star
athlete in Japan's national sport, sumo. But upon his arrival he was shocked less by the city crowds and the
winter cold than by having to scrub toilets and answer to fifteen-year-olds who had preceded him at the sumo
beya. Rowan spoke no Japanese. Of Japanese culture, he knew only what little his father, a former tour bus
driver in Hawai'i, had been able to tell him as they drove to the airport. And he had never before set foot in a
sumo ring.

Five years later, against the backdrop of rising U.S.–Japan economic tension, Rowan became the first gaijin
(non-Japanese) to advance to sumo's top rank, yokozuna. His historic promotion was more a cultural
accomplishment than an athletic one, since yokozuna are expected to embody highly prized Japanese values
such as hard work, patience, strength, and hinkaku, a special kind of dignity thought to be available only to
Japanese. He was promoted ahead of his two main rivals, the brothers Koji and Masaru Hanada, who had
been raised in the sumo beya run by their father, the former sumo great Takanohana I. Perhaps the defining
moment of the gaijin's unique success occurred at the 1998 Nagano Olympics, when Rowan, chosen to
personify "Japanese" to one of the largest television audiences in history, performed a sacred sumo ritual at
the opening ceremony.

Gaijin Yokozuna chronicles the events leading to that improbable scene at Nagano and beyond, tracing
Rowan's life from his Hawai'i upbringing to his 2001 retirement ceremony. Along the way it briefly
examines the careers of two Hawai'i-born sumotori who paved the way for Rowan, Jesse Kuhaulua
(Takamiyama) and Salevaa Atisanoe (Konishiki). The author shares stories from family members, coaches,
friends, fellow sumo competitors, and of course Rowan himself, whom he accompanied on three Japan-wide
exhibition tours. The work is further informed by volumes of secondary source material on sumo, Japanese
culture, and local Hawai'i culture.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Rinehart:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Gaijin Yokozuna: A
Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book)is
the main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Frank Keating:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of
Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Gaijin
Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) as good book but not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Eric Beckman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) can be your answer since it can be
read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Willie Carlos:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Gaijin Yokozuna: A
Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book).



Download and Read Online Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad
Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) Mark Panek #FN895OUB1JQ



Read Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude
20 Book) by Mark Panek for online ebook

Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) by Mark Panek Free PDF d0wnl0ad,
audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) by Mark Panek
books to read online.

Online Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) by Mark
Panek ebook PDF download

Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) by Mark Panek Doc

Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) by Mark Panek Mobipocket

Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) by Mark Panek EPub


