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How did Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday become a national holiday? Why do we exchange presents on
Christmas and Chanukah? What do bunnies have to do with Easter? How did Earth Day become a global
holiday? These questions and more are answered in this fascinating exploration into the history and meaning
of holidays and rituals. Edited by Amitai Etzioni, one of the most influential social and political thinkers of
our time, this collection provides a compelling overview of the impact that holidays and rituals have on our
family and communal life.

From community solidarity to ethnic relations to religious traditions, We Are What We Celebrate argues
that holidays such as Halloween, Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, New Year's Eve, and Valentine's Day play an
important role in reinforcing, and sometimes redefining, our values as a society. The collection brings
together classic and original essays that, for the first time, offer a comprehensive overview and analysis of
the important role such celebrations play in maintaining a moral order as well as in cementing family bonds,
building community relations and creating national identity. The essays cover such topics as the creation of
Thanksgiving as a national holiday; the importance of holidays for children; the mainstreaming of Kwanzaa;
and the controversy over Columbus Day celebrations.

Compelling and often surprising, this look at holidays and rituals brings new meaning to not just the ways we
celebrate but to what those celebrations tell us about ourselves and our communities.

Contributors: Theodore Caplow, Gary Cross, Matthew Dennis, Amitai Etzioni, John R. Gillis, Ellen M.
Litwicki, Diana Muir, Francesca Polletta, Elizabeth H. Pleck, David E. Proctor, Mary F. Whiteside, and
Anna Day Wilde.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which you should start with. This We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding
Holidays and Rituals is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Vincent Erickson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a reserve. The book We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

John Frank:

Beside that We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals in your phone, it can give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in
addition to read it from now!

Eun Christensen:

You can obtain this We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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