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Humane ideals were central to the image Athenians had of themselves and their city during the classical
period. Tragic plays, which formed a part of civic education, often promoted pity and compassion. But it is
less clear to what extent Athenians embraced such ideals in daily life. How were they expected to respond,
emotionally and pragmatically, to the suffering of other people? Under what circumstances? At what risk to
themselves?

In this book, Rachel Hall Sternberg draws on evidence from Greek oratory and historiography of the fifth
and fourth centuries BCE to study the moral universe of the ancient Athenians: how citizens may have
treated one another in times of adversity, when and how they were expected to help. She develops case
studies in five spheres of everyday life: home nursing, the ransom of captives, intervention in street crimes,
the long-distance transport of sick and wounded soldiers, and slave torture. Her close reading of selected
narratives suggests that Athenians embraced high standards for helping behavior—at least toward relatives,
friends, and some fellow citizens. Meanwhile, a subtle discourse of moral obligation strengthened the bonds
that held Athenian society together, encouraging individuals to bring their personal behavior into line with
the ideals of the city-state.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Tragedy Offstage: Suffering and
Sympathy in Ancient Athens book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Monte Lawson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Tragedy Offstage:
Suffering and Sympathy in Ancient Athens suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Tragedy Offstage: Suffering and Sympathy in Ancient Athensis the one
of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world in this book.

Zola Campbell:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Tragedy Offstage: Suffering and Sympathy in Ancient Athens provide you with new experience in
looking at a book.

Bertha Franke:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Tragedy Offstage: Suffering and
Sympathy in Ancient Athens or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Tragedy Offstage: Suffering and Sympathy in Ancient Athens to make



your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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