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It is a widely held belief today that there are too many lawsuits, too many lawyers, too much law. As readers
of this engaging and provocative essay will discover, the evidence for a "litigation explosion" is actually
quite ambiguous. But the American legal profession has become extremely large, and it seems clear that the
scope and reach of legal process have indeed increased greatly.

How can we best understand these changes? Lawrence Friedman focuses on transformations in American
legal culture—that is, people's beliefs and expectations with regard to law. In the early nineteenth century,
people were accustomed to facing sudden disasters (disease, accidents, joblessness) without the protection of
social and private insurance. The uncertainty of life and the unavailability of compensation for loss were
mirrored in a culture of low legal expectations.

Medical, technical, and social developments during our own century have created a very different set of
expectations about life, again reflected in our legal culture. Friedman argues that we are moving toward a
general expectation of total justice, of recompense for all injuries and losses that are not the victim's fault.
And the expansion of legal rights and protections in turn creates fresh expectations, a cycle of demand and
response.

This timely and important book articulates clearly, and in nontechnical language, the recent changes that
many have sensed in the American legal system but that few have discussed in so powerful and sensible a
way.

Total Justice is the third of five special volumes commissioned by the Russell Sage Foundation to mark its
seventy-fifth anniversary.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Enders:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Total Justice book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Total Justice content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such as it. So , do you even now thinking Total Justice is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Grady Meraz:

Often the book Total Justice has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Bonnie Camacho:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Total Justice offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Miranda Wenger:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Total Justice which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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