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Known as an ‘anthropologist of everyday life,’ Margaret Visser has, in five award-winning books, uncovered
and illuminated the intriguing and unexpected meanings of everyday objects and habits. Now she turns her
keen eye to another custom so frequently encountered that it often escapes notice: saying ‘Thank you.’ What
do we really mean by these two simple words?

This fascinating inquiry into all aspects of gratitude ranges from the unusual determination with which
parents teach their children to thank, to the difference between speaking the words and feeling them, to the
ways different cultures handle the complex matters of giving, receiving, and returning favors and presents.
Visser illuminates the fundamental opposition in our own culture between gift-giving and commodity
exchange, and the similarities between gratitude and its opposite, vengefulness. The Gift of Thanks considers
cultural history, including the modern battle of social scientists to pin down the notion of thankfulness and
account for it, and the newly awakened scientific interest in the biological and evolutionary roots of
emotions.

With her engaging combination of curiosity and erudition, Visser once again reveals the extraordinary in the
everyday.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

The experience that you get from The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude is the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this The Gift of Thanks: The
Roots and Rituals of Gratitude instantly.

Joaquin Hogan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the book untitled The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude can be
very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Tom Moore:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude.

Raymond Bailey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on there.
Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Gift
of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude can make you really feel more interested to read.
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