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"One of the main theses of the Marienthal study was that prolonged unemployment leads to a state of apathy
in which the victims do not utilize any longer even the few opportunities left to them. The vicious cycle
between reduced opportunities and reduced level of aspiration has remained the focus of all subsequent
discussions." So begin the opening remarks to the English-language edition of what has become a major
class in the literature of social stratification.

The study on which Marienthal is based was conducted in 1930 in Austria, at the time of a depression that
was worse than anything experienced in the United States. But the substantive problem is still very much
with us, although our focus is now poverty rather than unemployment. In Austria, the institutional response
to mass unemployment was the dole. Unlike the work relief programs of the New Deal, the dole system left
workers destitute and idle. The essential finding of this research is that when people are deprived of work,
there is a breakdown in the personality structure of a group.

Marienthal represents a colossal breakthrough in social research. It provides a combination of quantification
and interpretive analysis of qualitative material-an approach that remains in the forefront of present-day
research design. The work combines statistical data at hand, case studies, information on historical
background of those being studied, and questionnaires combined with solicited reports that enhances a sense
of daily life without intrusion by investigators. The work provides a unique insight into how creative
innovations can assist in overcoming collective deprivations.

The work of Marie Jahoda, Paul F. Lazarsfeld, and Hans Zeisel was sponsored by the then newly created
Psychological Institute at the University of Vienna. Each of the authors went on to extraordinary professional
careers. Jahoda held positions at New York University, Brunel University, and the University of Sussex.
Lazarsfeld spent the better part of his career from 1933 to his death at Columbia University in New York
City. Zeisel came to the University of Chicago after the rise of Nazism.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the information or
maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Marienthal: The
Sociography of an Unemployed Community, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Steven Campbell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Marienthal: The
Sociography of an Unemployed Community, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Luther Ritenour:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be learn. Marienthal: The Sociography of an Unemployed
Community can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra
time problems.

Josefina Roundtree:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Marienthal: The Sociography of an Unemployed
Community was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Marienthal: The
Sociography of an Unemployed Community has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading that.
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