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Can food be both national and global at the same time? What happens when afood with a national identity
travels beyond the boundaries of a nation? What makes a food authentically national and yet American or
broader global ?

With these questions in mind, Sonia Ryang explores the world of Korean food in four American locations,
lowa City, Baltimore, Los Angeles, and Hawaii (Kona and Honolulu). Ryang visits restaurants and grocery
stores in each location and observes Korean food as it is prepared and served to customers. She analyzes the
history and evolution of each dish, how it arrived and what it became, but above all, she tastes and
experiences her food—four items to be specific—naengmyeon cold noodle soup; jeon pancakes; galbi
barbecued beef; and bibimbap, rice with mixed vegetable.

In her ethnographic journey, Ryang discovers how the chewy noodles from Pyongyang continue to retain
their texture and yet are served differently in different locales. Jeon pancakes become completely
decontextualized in the United States and metamorphosed into a portable and packable carry-out food.
American consumers are unaware of the pancake's sacred origin. In Hawaii, Ryang finds that it is the
Vietnamese restaurant that serves unexpectedly delicious galbi barbecued meat. Intertwined in the complex
colonial and postcolonial contexts, Korean galbi and Japanese yakiniku can be found side by side on the
streets of Honolulu frequented by both the locals and tourists.

In writing Eating Korean in America: Gastronomic Ethnography of Authenticity, Sonia Ryang is as much an
eater as aresearcher. Her accounts of the cities and their distinctive take on Korean food are at once
entertaining and insightful, yet deeply moving. Ryang challenges the reader to stop and think about the food
we eat every day in close connection to colonial histories, ethnic displacements, and global capitalism.
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From reader reviews:
Scottie Kelly:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find anew activity hereislook different you can
read any book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book Eating Korean in America: Gastronomic Ethnography of
Authenticity (Food in Asia and the Pacific) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Mary Blackwell:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. Eating Korean in America: Gastronomic Ethnography of Authenticity (Food in Asiaand the
Pacific) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Paul M endosa:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Eating Korean in America: Gastronomic Ethnography of Authenticity
(Food in Asiaand the Pacific) thisreserve consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld
now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's
why this book suited all of you.

Alice Pranhl:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source thisfilled update of news. With this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media socia
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Eating Korean in America: Gastronomic Ethnography of Authenticity (Food in Asiaand the



Pacific) when you required it?
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