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This book provides a comprehensive examination of the contemporary English-language theatre field in
Singapore. It describes Singapore theatre as a politically dynamic field that is often a site for struggle and
resistance against state orthodoxy, and how the cultural policies of the ruling People’s Action Party (PAP)
have shaped Singapore theatre. The book traces such cultural policies and their impact from the early 1960s,
and shows how the PAP used theatre – and arts and culture more widely – as a key part of its nation building
programme.

Terence Chong argues that this diverse theatre community not only comes into regular conflict with the state,
but often collaborates with it - depending on the rewards at stake, not to mention the assortment of intra-
communal conflicts as different practitioners and groups vie for the same resources. It goes on to explore
how new forms of theatre, especially English-language avant garde theatre, represented resistance to such
government cultural control; how the government often exerts its power ‘behind-the-scenes’ to preserve its
moral legitimacy; and conversely how middle class theatre practitioners’ resistance to state power is strongly
influenced by class and cultural capital.

Based on extensive original research including interviews with theatre directors and other theatre
professionals, the book provides a wealth of information on theatre in Singapore overall, and not just on
theatre-state relations.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Theatre and the State in Singapore: Orthodoxy and Resistance (Routledge Contemporary
Southeast Asia Series) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
publication then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The
Theatre and the State in Singapore: Orthodoxy and Resistance (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia
Series) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Roderick Donnell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Theatre and the State in Singapore: Orthodoxy
and Resistance (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Sheldon McLean:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
soon. The The Theatre and the State in Singapore: Orthodoxy and Resistance (Routledge Contemporary
Southeast Asia Series) provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Carolyn Scott:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search



of the The Theatre and the State in Singapore: Orthodoxy and Resistance (Routledge Contemporary
Southeast Asia Series) when you needed it?
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