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Traditionally, research on the history of Asian religions has been marked by a bias for literary evidence,
privileging canonical texts penned in ‘classical’ languages. Not only has a focus on literary evidence shaped
the dominant narratives about the religious histories of Asia, in both scholarship and popular culture, but it
has contributed to the tendency to study different religious traditions in relative isolation from one another.
Today, moreover, historical work is often based on modern textual editions and, increasingly, on electronic
databases. What may be lost, in the process, is the visceral sense of the text as artifact – as a material object
that formed part of a broader material culture, in which the boundaries between religious traditions were
sometimes more fluid than canonical literature might suggest.

This volume brings together specialists in a variety of Asian cultures to discuss the methodological
challenges involved in integrating material evidence for the reconstruction of the religious histories of South,
Southeast, Central, and East Asia. By means of specific ‘test cases,’ the volume explores the importance of
considering material and literary evidence in concert. What untold stories do these sources help us to
recover? How might they push us to reevaluate historical narratives traditionally told from literary sources?
By addressing these questions from the perspectives of different subfields and religious traditions,
contributors map out the challenges involved in interpreting different types of data, assessing the problems of
interpretation distinct to specific types of material evidence (e.g., coins, temple art, manuscripts, donative
inscriptions) and considering the issues raised by the different patterns in the preservation of such evidence
in different locales. Special attention is paid to newly-discovered and neglected sources; to our evidence for
trade, migration, and inter-regional cultural exchange; and to geographical locales that served as "contact
zones" connecting cultures. In addition, the chapters in this volume represent the rich range of religious
traditions across Asia – including Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Shinto, and Chinese religions, as well as
Islam and eastern Christianities.
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From reader reviews:

David Long:

The book untitled Material Culture and Asian Religions: Text, Image, Object (Routledge Research in
Religion, Media and Culture) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Material Culture and Asian Religions: Text, Image, Object (Routledge Research in Religion, Media and
Culture) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Galaviz:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is usually Material Culture and Asian Religions: Text, Image, Object (Routledge
Research in Religion, Media and Culture).

Sean Bass:

Material Culture and Asian Religions: Text, Image, Object (Routledge Research in Religion, Media and
Culture) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Material Culture and Asian Religions: Text, Image, Object
(Routledge Research in Religion, Media and Culture) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Austin Barnes:

The book untitled Material Culture and Asian Religions: Text, Image, Object (Routledge Research in
Religion, Media and Culture) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with
easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy
to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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