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Hold On to Your Dreams is the first biography of the musician and composer Arthur Russell, one of the most
important but least known contributors to New Y ork’ s downtown music scene during the 1970s and 1980s.
With the exception of afew dance recordings, including “Is It All Over My Face?’ and “Go Bang! #5,”
Russell’ s pioneering music was largely forgotten until 2004, when the posthumous rel ease of two albums
brought new attention to the artist. Thisrevival of interest gained momentum with the issue of additional
abums and the documentary film Wild Combination. Based on interviews with more than seventy of his
collaborators, family members, and friends, Hold On to Your Dreams provides vital new information about
this singular, eccentric musician and hisrole in the boundary-breaking downtown music scene.

Tim Lawrence traces Russell’ s odyssey from his hometown of Oskal0osa, lowa, to countercultural San
Francisco, and eventually to New Y ork, where he lived from 1973 until his death from AIDS-related
complicationsin 1992. Resisting definition while dreaming of commercia success, Russell wrote and
performed new wave and disco as well as quirky rock, twisted folk, voice-cello dub, and hip-hop-inflected
pop. “He was way ahead of other people in understanding that the walls between concert music and popular
music and avant-garde music were illusory,” comments the composer Philip Glass. “Helived in aworld in
which those walls weren't there.” Lawrence follows Russell across musical genres and through such vital
downtown music spaces as the Kitchen, the Loft, the Gallery, the Paradise Garage, and the Experimental
Intermedia Foundation. Along the way, he captures Russell’ s openness to sound, his commitment to
collaboration, and his uncompromising idealism.
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From reader reviews:
Thomas Britton:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be alife style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Hold On to Y our Dreams: Arthur Russell
and the Downtown Music Scene, 1973-1992 iskind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

James Jackson:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Hold On to Y our Dreams:. Arthur Russell and the Downtown
Music Scene, 1973-1992 can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Guadalupe L eather man:

Beside this Hold On to Y our Dreams: Arthur Russell and the Downtown Music Scene, 1973-1992 in your
phone, it can give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you fed like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Hold On to Y our Dreams: Arthur Russell and
the Downtown Music Scene, 1973-1992 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Cleora Yarbro:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
rea their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, waysto reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , thisHold On to Y our Dreams: Arthur Russell and the Downtown Music
Scene, 1973-1992 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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