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For most of the second half of the twentieth century, the United States and its allies competed with a hostile
Soviet Union in almost every way imaginable except open military engagement. The Cold War placed two
opposite conceptions of the good society before the uncommitted world and history itself, and science
figured prominently in the picture.  Competing with the Soviets offers a short, accessible introduction to the
special role that science and technology played in maintaining state power during the Cold War, from the
atomic bomb to the Human Genome Project.

The high-tech machinery of nuclear physics and the space race are at the center of this story, but Audra J.
Wolfe also examines the surrogate battlefield of scientific achievement in such diverse fields as urban
planning, biology, and economics; explains how defense-driven federal investments created vast laboratories
and research programs; and shows how unfamiliar worries about national security and corrosive questions of
loyalty crept into the supposedly objective scholarly enterprise.

Based on the assumption that scientists are participants in the culture in which they live, Competing with the
Soviets looks beyond the debate about whether military influence distorted science in the Cold War.
Scientists’ choices and opportunities have always been shaped by the ideological assumptions, political
mandates, and social mores of their times. The idea that American science ever operated in a free zone
outside of politics is, Wolfe argues, itself a legacy of the ideological Cold War that held up American
science, and scientists, as beacons of freedom in contrast to their peers in the Soviet Union. Arranged
chronologically and thematically, the book highlights how ideas about the appropriate relationships among
science, scientists, and the state changed over time.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Sea:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can help men
and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Competing with the Soviets (Johns Hopkins
Introductory Studies in the History of Science) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Sharon Hardin:

The knowledge that you get from Competing with the Soviets (Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the
History of Science) is the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Competing with the
Soviets (Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that Competing with the Soviets (Johns Hopkins
Introductory Studies in the History of Science) instantly.

Deborah Anderson:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Competing with the Soviets (Johns
Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mary Bunch:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Competing with the Soviets (Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of
Science) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life with that book Competing with the Soviets (Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in
the History of Science). You can more inviting than now.
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