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Heated debates are not unusual when confronting tough medical issues where it seems that moral and
religious perspectives often erupt in conflict with philosophical or political positions. In The Sanctity of
Human Life, Jewish theologian David Novak acknowledges that it is impossible not to take into account the
theological view of human life, but the challenge is how to present the religious perspective to nonreligious
people. In doing so, he shows that the two positions?the theological and the philosophical?aren't as far apart
as they may seem.

Novak digs deep into Jewish scripture and tradition to find guidance for assessing three contemporary
controversies in medicine and public policy: the use of embryos to derive stem cells for research, socialized
medicine, and physician-assisted suicide. Beginning with thinkers like Plato, Aristotle, Kant, and Nietsche,
and drawing on great Jewish figures in history?Maimonides, Rashi, and various commentators on the Torah
(written law) and the Mishnah (oral law)?Novak speaks brilliantly to these modern moral dilemmas.

The Sanctity of Human Life weaves a rich and sophisticated tapestry of evidence to conclude that the Jewish
understanding of the human being as sacred, as the image of God, is in fact compatible with philosophical
claims about the rights of the human person?especially the right to life?and can be made intelligible to
secular culture. Thus, according to Novak, the use of stem cells from embryos is morally unacceptable; the
sanctity of the human person, and not capitalist or socialist approaches, should drive our understanding of
national health care; and physician-assisted suicide violates humankind's fundamental responsibility for
caring for one another.

Novak's erudite argument and rigorous scholarship will appeal to all scholars and students engaged in the
work of theology and bioethics.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

The book untitled The Sanctity of Human Life is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
The Sanctity of Human Life from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Derrick Robertson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
book. The book The Sanctity of Human Life it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Deborah Hart:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. The Sanctity of Human Life can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have
those short extra time problems.

Stephen Medley:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
The Sanctity of Human Life we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become
creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life by this book The Sanctity of Human Life. You can more attractive than
now.
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