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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Tubingen (Institut fir Amerikanistik), course: Literary Transcendentalism, 15 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: Ralph Waldo Emerson today is known as one of the leading figures of the
American transcendentalist movement. After his studies at Harvard Divinity School he became minister at
Second Church in Boston. In 1832, he decided to give up hisoriginal profession as a Unitarian Minister,
when he realized that he did not agree anymore with the views of the Christian Church which proclaimed
that Jesus was the only real prophet, and that revelation is something which is already over (cf. Woodlief).
Emerson especially made his opinion clear concerning these views in his provocative lecture and essay
“Divinity School Address’. Instead of hisreligious profession as a minister, he then pursued a career as an
orator, awriter, and a poet, but still then religion played an important role in his life, and religious influence
can be seen throughout his writings.

Emerson regarded the person of the poet as one of the most important and greatest figures among men. He
refers to the poet, his abilities and hisimportance in many of hisworks like “Nature”, Representative Men
and “The American Scholar”. He even dedicated awhole essay, which is called “The Poet”, to thistopic. In
this essay he reflects upon the person and the importance of the poet as well as his poetry which he al'so
considered as highly significant for men.

This essay will show that Emerson’s concept of the poet plays a central role in hisidea of how men can gain
insight into the secrets and the truths of the world and how they can regain access to the Oversoul. It will do
s0, by especialy focusing on the works mentioned above. At first, it will look at Emerson’ s understanding of
the terms “poet” and “poetry” which serves as abasis for the following exploration of the poet’s functions as
representative, Seer, Prophet and Namer or Language-maker. Afterwards, the poet’srolein society in
general and especially hisimportance for America, on the basis of hisfunctions, is analyzed. In the last part,
Emerson’ sidea of the “ perfect” poet and his value for society is described before the essay finishes with a
concluding statement.
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From reader reviews:
Raymond Custer:

The book Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept of poetry and the poet can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept of
poetry and the poet? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can
give many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Ralph Waldo
Emerson's concept of poetry and the poet has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Katherine L ee

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for awhileis reading.

Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept
of poetry and the poet book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just
abook.

Charlene Stidham:

Typically the book Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept of poetry and the poet will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain theideais very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept of poetry and the
poet is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can aso get the e-book from official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Brent Whitty:

Beside this Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept of poetry and the poet in your phone, it might give you away to
get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept of poetry and the poet because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such
astreasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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