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Ancient authors emphasize dramatic moments in the life of Julia Domna, wife of Roman emperor Septimius
Severus (193–211). They accuse her of ambition unforgivable in a woman, of instigating civil war to place
her sons on the throne, and of resorting to incest to maintain her hold on power. In imperial propaganda,
however, Julia Domna was honored with unprecedented titles that celebrated her maternity, whether it was in
the role of mother to her two sons (both future emperors) or as the metaphorical mother to the empire.
Imperial propaganda even equated her to the great mother goddess, Cybele, endowing her with a public
prominence well beyond that of earlier imperial women. Her visage could be found gracing everything from
state-commissioned art to privately owned ivory dolls.

In Maternal Megalomania, Julie Langford unmasks the maternal titles and honors of Julia Domna as a
campaign on the part of the administration to garner support for Severus and his sons. Langford looks to
numismatic, literary, and archaeological evidence to reconstruct the propaganda surrounding the empress.
She explores how her image was tailored toward different populations, including the military, the Senate,
and the people of Rome, and how these populations responded to propaganda about the empress. She
employs Julia Domna as a case study to explore the creation of ideology between the emperor and its
subjects.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Fentress:

This book untitled Maternal Megalomania to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this publication from your list.

Marie Guinn:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Maternal Megalomania why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Stacy Perry:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If
you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Maternal Megalomania provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Eliza Gold:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Maternal Megalomania when you necessary it?
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