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Secret Histories claims that the history of the nation is hidden -- in plain sight -- within the pages of
twentieth-century American literature. David Wyatt argues that the nation's fiction and nonfiction expose a
"secret history" that cuts beneath the "straight histories" of our official accounts. And it does so by revealing
personal stories of love, work, family, war, and interracial romance as they were lived out across the decades
of the twentieth century.

Wyatt reads authors both familiar and neglected, examining "double consciousness" in the post--Civil War
era through works by Charles W. Chesnutt, W. E. B. Du Bois, and Booker T. Washington. He reveals
aspects of the Depression in the fiction of F. Scott Fitzgerald, Anzia Yezierska, and John Steinbeck. Period
by period, Wyatt's nuanced readings recover the felt sense of life as it was lived, opening surprising
dimensions of the critical issues of a given time. The rise of the women's movement, for example, is
revivified in new appraisals of works by Eudora Welty, Ann Petry, and Mary McCarthy.

Running through the examination of individual works and times is Wyatt's argument about reading itself.
Reading is not a passive activity but an empathetic act of cocreation, what Faulkner calls "overpassing to
love." Empathetic reading recognizes and relives the emotional, cultural, and political dimensions of an
individual and collective past. And discovering a usable American past, as Wyatt shows, enables us to
confront the urgencies of our present moment.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Hunter:

This Secret Histories book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Secret Histories
without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be
worry Secret Histories can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Secret Histories having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Angela Harris:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Secret Histories as the daily resource information.

Avril Morris:

The reason why? Because this Secret Histories is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Vanessa Gibson:

Beside that Secret Histories in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge
or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry
if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Secret Histories because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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