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This pioneering study of the fate of Buddhism during the communist period in Cambodia puts a human face
on adark period in Cambodia s history. It isthe first sustained analysis of the widely held assumption that
the Khmer Rouge under Pol Pot had a centralized plan to liquidate the entire monastic order. Based on a
thorough analysis of interview transcripts and alarge body of contemporary manuscript material, it offersa
nuanced view that attempts to move beyond the horrific monastic death toll and fully evaluate the damage to
the Buddhist sangha under Democratic Kampuchea.

Compelling evidence exists to suggest that Khmer Rouge leaders were determined to hunt down senior
members of the pre-1975 ecclesiastical hierarchy, but other factors also worked against the Buddhist order.
Buddhismin a Dark Age outlines a three-phase process in the Khmer Rouge treatment of Buddhism:
bureaucratic interference and obstruction, explicit harassment, and finally the elimination of the obdurate and
those close to the previous Lon Nol regime. The establishment of a separate revolutionary form of sangha
administration constituted the bureaucratic phase. The harassment of monks, both individually and en masse,
was partially due to the uprooting of the traditional monastic economy in which lay people were discouraged
from feeding economically unproductive monks. Y ounger members of the order were disrobed and forced
into marriage or military service. Thefina act in the tragedy of Buddhism under the Khmer Rouge was the
execution of those monks and senior ecclesiastics who resisted.

It was difficult for institutional Buddhism to survive the conditions encountered during the decade under
study here. Prince Sihanouk’ s overthrow in 1970 marked the end of Buddhism as the central axis around
which al other aspects of Cambodian existence revolved and made sense. And under Pol Pot the lay
population was strongly discouraged from providing its necessary material support. The book concludes with
adiscussion of the slow re-establishment and official supervision of the Buddhist order during the People's
Republic of Kampuchea period.
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From reader reviews:
CharlesHager:

The book Buddhism in a Dark Age: Cambodian Monks under Pol Pot can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book
Buddhismin aDark Age: Cambodian Monks under Pol Pot? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Buddhism in a Dark Age: Cambodian Monks under Pol Pot has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous
world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Fatima L eonard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, thiskind of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Buddhism in a Dark Age: Cambodian Monks under Pol Pot offer you a new experiencein reading a
book.

Mark Carlton:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Buddhism in a Dark Age: Cambodian Monks under Pol
Pot was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Buddhism in aDark Age:
Cambodian Monks under Pol Pot has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading which.

William Powers:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Buddhism in a Dark Age: Cambodian Monks under Pol Pot when you essential it?
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