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This classic work is an important introduction to the efforts of whites to evangelize African Americans
in the antebellum South.

 

First published in 1979, Wrestlin’ Jacob offers important insights into the intersection of black and white
religious history in the South. Erskine Clarke provides two arenas—one urban and one rural—that show
what happened when white ministers tried to bring black slaves into the fold of Christianity. Clarke
illustrates how the good intentions—and vain illusions—of the white preachers, coupled with the
degradation and cultural strength of the slaves, played a significant role in the development of black churches
in the South.

 

From 1833 to 1847, Reverend Charles Colcock Jones served as an itinerant minister to slaves on the rice and
cotton plantations in Liberty County, Georgia. The aim of Jones, and of the largely Puritan-descended slave
owners, was to harvest not only good Christians but also obedient and hard-working slaves. At the same
time, similar efforts were under way in cosmopolitan Charleston, South Carolina. Charleston permitted
blacks to worship only under the supervision of whites, and partially as a result, whites and blacks worshiped
together in ways that would be unheard of later in the segregated South.

 

Clarke examines not only the white ministers’ motivation in their missionary work but also the slaves’
reasons for becoming a part of the church. He addresses the important issue of the continuity of African
traditions with the religious life of slaves and provides a significant introduction to the larger issues of
slavery and religion in the South.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

Exactly why? Because this Wrestlin' Jacob: A Portrait of Religion in Antebellum Georgia and the Carolina
Low Country (Religion & American Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Leonard Bartow:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Wrestlin' Jacob: A
Portrait of Religion in Antebellum Georgia and the Carolina Low Country (Religion & American Culture)
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining
as your good habit, it is possible to pick Wrestlin' Jacob: A Portrait of Religion in Antebellum Georgia and
the Carolina Low Country (Religion & American Culture) become your own starter.

Hazel Fletcher:

Beside this kind of Wrestlin' Jacob: A Portrait of Religion in Antebellum Georgia and the Carolina Low
Country (Religion & American Culture) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Wrestlin' Jacob: A Portrait of Religion in Antebellum Georgia and the Carolina Low Country (Religion
& American Culture) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Sheri Combs:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book Wrestlin' Jacob: A Portrait of Religion in Antebellum
Georgia and the Carolina Low Country (Religion & American Culture) to make your personal reading is



interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book
Wrestlin' Jacob: A Portrait of Religion in Antebellum Georgia and the Carolina Low Country (Religion &
American Culture) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of their time.
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