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In Virtual Modernism, Katherine Biers offers afresh view of the emergence of American literary modernism
from the eruption of popular culturein the early twentieth century. Employing dynamic readings of the
works of Stephen Crane, Henry James, James Weldon Johnson, Djuna Barnes, and Gertrude Stein, she
argues that American modernist writers developed a “poetics of the virtual” in response to the rise of mass
communications technologies before World War . These authors' modernist formal experimentation was
provoked by the immediate, individualistic pleasures and thrills of mass culture. But they also retained a
faith in the representational power of language—and the worth of common experience—more characteristic
of realism and naturalism. In competition with new media experiences such as movies and recorded music,
they simultaneously rejected and embraced modernity.

Biers establishes the virtual poetics of these five writers as part of alarger “virtual turn” in the United States,
when afascination with the writings of Henri Bergson, William James, and vitalist philosophy—and the idea
of virtual experience—swept the nation. Virtual Modernism contends that a turn to the virtual experience of
language was away for each of these authors to carve out avalue for the literary, both with and against the
growth of mass entertainments. This technologically inspired reengagement with experience was formative
for American modernism.

Situated at the crossing points of literary criticism, philosophy, media studies, and history, Virtual
Modernism provides an examination of Progressive Era preoccupations with the cognitive and corporeal
effects of new media technologies that traces an important genealogy of present-day concerns with virtuality.
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From reader reviews:
John Street:

Here thing why this Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide
that ssimilar with Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Erain e-book can be your substitute.

Samantha Bond:

Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his’her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among
it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

John Ray:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book
that need more time to be study. Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Robert Higby:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library aswell asto
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. Aswe know that on this period, many waysto get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive
Era can make you experience more interested to read.
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