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What is the difference between a lie and a fantasy, when the subject is a child? Moving between literary and
scientific texts, Sally Shuttleworth explores a range of fascinating issues that emerge when the inner world of
the child becomes, for the first time, the explicit focus of literary and medical attention. Starting in the 1840s,
which saw the publication of explorations of child development by Bronte and Dickens, as well as some of
the first psychiatric studies of childhood, this groundbreaking book progresses through post-Darwinian
considerations of the child's relations to the animal kingdom, to chart the rise of the Child Study Movement
of the 1890s.

Based on in-depth interdisciplinary research, The Mind of the Child offers detailed readings of novels by
Dickens, Meredith, James, Hardy and others, as well as the first overview of the early histories of child
psychology and psychiatry. Initial chapters cover issues such as fears and night terrors, imaginary lands, and
the precocious child, while later ones look at ideas of child sexuality and adolescence and the relationship
between child and monkey. Experiments on babies, the first baby shows, and domestic monkey keeping also
feature.

Many of our current concerns with reference to childhood are shown to have their parallels in the Victorian
age: from the pressures of school examinations, or the problems of adolescence, through to the disturbing
issue of child suicide. Childhood, from this period, took on new importance as holding the key to the adult
mind.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Hill:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Mind of
the Child: Child Development in Literature, Science and Medicine, 1840-1900? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Debra Davis:

Typically the book The Mind of the Child: Child Development in Literature, Science and Medicine, 1840-
1900 will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The
Mind of the Child: Child Development in Literature, Science and Medicine, 1840-1900 is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Michael Burr:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book The Mind of the Child: Child Development in Literature, Science and
Medicine, 1840-1900 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book features high quality.

Jessica Jones:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually The Mind of the Child: Child Development in Literature, Science and Medicine, 1840-1900.
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