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Uses ethnography and cultural analysis to track scenes of intimate connection and disconnection among gay
men across an array of media sites.

Virtual Intimacies tells the stories of gay men, including the author, who navigate social worlds in which the
boundaries between real and virtual have been thoroughly confounded. Shaka McGlotten analyzes intimate
connection and disconnection across an array of media sites, including mass mediated public sex scandals,
online spaces, Do-It-Yourself porn, and smartphone apps in order to show the ordinary ways people
challenge and rework sexuality and technology. The book frames “virtual intimacy” in terms of the mocking
disapproval that looks at using technology to connect as something shameful or as a means of last resort.
However, where many see a dead end, Virtual Intimacies argues on behalf of more extensive understandings
of intimacy, thereby contributing to many feminist and queer approaches that seek to expand the scope of
what counts as connection, belonging, or love. The author also highlights the creative and resilient ways that
queer people build social worlds using spaces and technologies in ways they were not intended.

“Most poignant are McGlotten’s inclusions, stated in the first person, of his own experiences with
contemporary queer sociality and its discontents. Academic writing on sex often leaves little room for the
body and desire of the academic himself. McGlotten breaks this silence, insisting on the relevance of his own
place in his research.” — Qui Parle

“This work is an original and finely crafted contribution, from an important new voice. Incisively reading
personal/political longings and laying bare aspects of the author’s own lifeworlds, here, Shaka McGlotten
offers a close and compelling (auto)ethnographic account of what it is we look for when we login, cruise
(by), remember, and look forward. Chronicling how we live lives of both virtuality and embodiment
today—working, playing, desiring, losing, and dying—McGlotten’s work is among the best of what is new
in ethnographic writing.” — Jafari S. Allen, author of ¡Venceremos? The Erotics of Black Self-making in
Cuba

“While the book deals with a diversity of topics from online games to black identity politics, cruising
grounds, and avant-garde porn, it also weaves them together by means of a theoretical argument and a sound
writer’s voice.” — Katrien Jacobs, author of People’s Pornography: Sex and Surveillance on the Chinese
Internet

“Virtual Intimacies is a great book, breathtaking in its aesthetic, ethnographic, and attuned attention to the
multiple mediations of an affectively attached life. Bodies and play, desire and violence, outreach and
evasion, intensity and diffusion: the contemporary world of virtual embodiment is all here, and as a teacher
and individual parsing the world I am so grateful to have read this.” — Lauren Berlant, author of Cruel
Optimism and Desire/Love

Shaka McGlotten is Associate Professor of Media, Society, and the Arts at Purchase College, State
University of New York. He is the coeditor (with Dána-Ain Davis) of Black Genders and Sexualities.
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From reader reviews:

Jacki Peters:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Virtual Intimacies: Media,
Affect, and Queer Sociality book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Julio Rico:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Virtual Intimacies: Media, Affect, and
Queer Sociality is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Sanjuana Day:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually Virtual Intimacies: Media, Affect, and Queer Sociality.

John Almanzar:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Virtual Intimacies: Media, Affect, and Queer Sociality
was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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