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Unlawful Combatants brings the study of irregular warfare back into the centre of war studies. The
experience of recent and current wars in Afghanistan, Irag, Libya, and Syria showed that the status and the
treatment of irregular fightersis one of the most central and intricate practical problems of contemporary
warfare. Y et, the current literature in strategic studies and international relations more broadly does not
problematize the dichotomy between the

regular and the irregular. Rather, it tends to take it for granted and even reproduces it by depicting irregular
warfare as a deviation from the norm of conventional, inter-state warfare. In this context, irregular warfareis
often referred to as the 'new wars and is associated with the erosion of statehood

and sovereignty more generally. This obscures the fact that irregulars such as rebels, guerrillas, insurgents
and terrorist groups have afar more ambiguous relationship to the state than the dichotomy between the state
and 'non-state’ actors implies. They often originate from states, are supported by states and/or aspireto
statehood themselves.

The ambiguous relationship between irregular fighters and the state is the focus of the book. It explores how
the category of theirregular fighter evolved as the conceptual opposite of the regular armed forces, and how
this emergence was tied to the evolution of the nation state and its conscripted mass armies at the end of the
eighteenth century. It traces the development of the dichotomy of the irregular and the regular, which found
its foremost expression in the modern law of armed

conflict, into the twenty-first century and provides a critique of the concept of the ‘unlawful combatant’ asit
emerged in the framework of the ‘war on terror'.

This book is aproject of Changing Character of War programme at the University of Oxford.
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From reader reviews:
Brandon Har mon:

Within other case, little people like to read book Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular
Fighter. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter. Y ou can add information
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open abook or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Charlene Martinez:

Book iswritten, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has adifferent type. Asyou may know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Unlawful Combatants. A Genealogy of
the Irregular Fighter will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Jeffrey Primo:

The book Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Unlawful
Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by start and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Pedro Murray:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular
Fighter was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can sense enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike at this point, many waysto get
book that you wanted.
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