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A targeted and insightful guide to the stages of writing fiction and memoir without falling into
common traps, while wisely navigating the writing life, from an award-winning author and longtime
teacher

Writing well does not result from following rules and instructions, but from a blend of spontaneity,
judgment, and a wise attitude toward the work—neither despairing nor defensive, but clear-eyed,
courageous, and discerning. Writers must learn to tolerate the early stages, the dreamlike and irrational states
of mind, and then to move from jottings and ideas to a messy first draft, and onward  into the work of
revision. Understanding these stages is key.

The Kite and the String urges writers to let playfulness and spontaneity breathe life into the work—letting the
kite move with the winds of feeling—while still holding on to the string that will keep it from flying away.
Alice Mattison attends also to the difficulties of protecting writing time, preserving solitude, finding trusted
readers, and setting the right goals for publication. The only writing guide that takes up both the stages of
creative work and developing effective attitudes while progressing through them, plus strategies for learning
more about the craft, The Kite and the String responds to a pressing need for writing guidance at all levels.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Staten:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Kite and the String: How to Write with
Spontaneity and Control--and Live to Tell the Tale.

Samantha Flowers:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The
Kite and the String: How to Write with Spontaneity and Control--and Live to Tell the Tale? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Cary Freeman:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Kite and the String: How to Write with
Spontaneity and Control--and Live to Tell the Tale will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or appropriate book with you?

Karen Huff:

Often the book The Kite and the String: How to Write with Spontaneity and Control--and Live to Tell the
Tale has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.
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