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A generous, entertaining, intimate look at Gore Vidal, a man who prided himself on being difficult to
know

Detached and ironic; a master of the pointed put-down, of the cutting quip; enigmatic, impossible to truly
know: This is the calcified, public image of Gore Vidal—one the man himself was fond of reinforcing. "I'm
exactly as I appear," he once said of himself. "There is no warm, lovable person inside. Beneath my cold
exterior, once you break the ice, you find cold water."
Michael Mewshaw's Sympathy for the Devil, a memoir of his friendship with the stubbornly iconoclastic
public intellectual, is a welcome corrective to this tired received wisdom. A complex, nuanced portrait
emerges in these pages—and while "Gore" can indeed be brusque, standoffish, even cruel, Mewshaw also
catches him in more vulnerable moments. The Gore Vidal the reader comes to know here is generous and
supportive to younger, less successful writers; he is also, especially toward the end of his life, disappointed,
even lonely.
Sparkling, often hilarious, and filled with spicy anecdotes about expat life in Italy, Sympathy for the Devil is
an irresistible inside account of a man who was himself—faults and all—impossible to resist. As
enlightening as it is entertaining, it offers a unique look at a figure many only think they know.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Sympathy for the Devil: Four Decades of Friendship with Gore
Vidal.

Bobbie Flores:

The book Sympathy for the Devil: Four Decades of Friendship with Gore Vidal can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Sympathy
for the Devil: Four Decades of Friendship with Gore Vidal? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Sympathy for the Devil: Four Decades of Friendship with Gore Vidal has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Natasha Rich:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Sympathy for the Devil: Four Decades of Friendship with Gore
Vidal why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Betty Johnston:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, think reading a
book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book,
taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Sympathy for the Devil: Four Decades of
Friendship with Gore Vidal which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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