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In Honor Thy Gods Jon Mikal son uses the tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides to explore
popular religious beliefs and practices of Atheniansin the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. and examines how
these playwrights portrayed, manipulated, and otherwise represented popular religion in their plays. He
discusses the central role of honor in ancient Athenian piety and shows that the values of popular piety are
not only reflected but also reaffirmed in tragedies.

Mikalson begins by examining what tragic characters and choruses have to say about the nature of the gods
and their intervention in human affairs. Then, by tracing the fortunes of diverse characters -- among them
Creon and Antigone, Ajax and Odysseus, Hippolytus, Pentheus, and even Athens and Troy -- he shows that
in tragedy those who violate or challenge contemporary popular religious beliefs suffer, while those who
support these beliefs are rewarded.

The beliefs considered in Mikalson's analysis include Athenians' views on matters regarding asylum, the
roles of guests and hosts, oaths, the various forms of divination, health and healing, sacrifice, pollution, the
religious responsibilities of parents, children, and citizens, homicide, the dead, and the afterlife. After
summarizing the vairous forms of piety and impiety related to these beliefs found in the tragedies, Mikalson
isolates "honoring the gods" as the fundamental concept of Greek piety. He concludes by describing the
different relationships of the three tragedians to the religion of their time and their audience, arguing that the
tragedies of Euripides most consistently support the values of popular religion.
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From reader reviews:
Larry Jones:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy.
Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant some
sort of book Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy. Y ou can add information and of course
you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet system.
Itiscaled e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Bonnie Mentzer:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice in your case but
the praoblems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Honor Thy Gods:
Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Tammy L ugo:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Honor Thy Gods:
Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
detailsin this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Nila Cobb:

The book untitled Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy contain alot of information on this.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have anice
examine.
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