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“Kann's latest tour de force explores the ambivalence, during the founding of our nation, about whether
political freedom should augur sexual freedom. Tracing the roots of patriarchal sexual repression back to
revolutionary America, Kann asks highly contemporary questions about the boundaries between public and
private life, suggesting, provocatively, that political and sexual freedom should go hand in hand. Thisisa
must-read for those interested in the interwining of politics, public life, and sexuality.”

—Ben Agger, University of Texas at Arlington

The American Revolution was fought in the name of liberty. In popular imagination, the Revolution stands
for the triumph of populism and the death of patriarchal elites. But thisis not the case, argues Mark E. Kann.
Rather, in the aftermath of the Revolution, America developed a society and system of laws that kept
patriarchal authority alive and well—especially when it came to the sex lives of citizens.

In Taming Passion for the Public Good, Kann contends that that despite the rhetoric of classical liberalism,
the founding generation did not trust ordinary citizens with extensive liberty. Through the policing of sex,
elites sought to maintain control of individuals' private lives, ensuring that citizens would be productive,
moral, and orderly in the new nation. New American elites applauded traditional marriages in which men
were the public face of the family and women managed the home. They frowned on interracial and interclass
sexual unions. They saw masturbation as evidence of alack of self-control over one’s passions, and they
considered prostitution the result of aggressive female sexuality. Both were punishable offenses.

By seeking to police sex, elites were able to keep alive what Kann calls a“resilient patriarchy.” Under the
guise of paternalism, they were able simultaneously to retain social control while espousing liberal
principles, with the goal of ultimately molding the country into the new American ideal: amoral and orderly
citizenry that voluntarily did what was best for the public good.
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From reader reviews:
Paulette Stoneman:

The book Taming Passion for the Public Good: Policing Sex in the Early Republic can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best
thing like abook Taming Passion for the Public Good: Policing Sex in the Early Republic? A number of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Taming Passion for the Public Good: Policing Sex in the
Early Republic has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can
search the enormous world by open and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

William Tietjen:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Taming Passion for the Public Good: Policing Sex in the Early Republic the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Taming Passion for the Public Good: Policing
Sex in the Early Republic giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful datafor your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Sharon Garcia:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Taming Passion for the Public Good: Policing Sex in the Early Republic offer you a new experience in
examining a book.

William Vong:

Within this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do isjust
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Taming Passion for the Public Good: Policing Sex in the Early
Republic. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious



person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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