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A great deal has been written about the political, policy and practice changes that have shaped probation
work but little has been written on the changes to occupational cultures and the ways in which probation
workers themselves view their role. This book fills that gap by exploring the meaning of ‘doing probation
work’ from the perspective of probation workers themselves.

Based on 60 extensive interviews with probation workers who joined the probation service from the 1960s to
the present day, this book reaches beyond criminological and policy analysis to an application of sociological
and organizational theory to rich qualitative data. It explores the backgrounds and motivations of probation
workers, their changing relationships with other criminal justice agencies, and the complex public
perceptions and media representations of probation work. The book considers the relative influences of
religion, the union, diversity and feminization and, while it acknowledges that probation work is stressful, it
draws innovatively on sociological and organizational concepts to categorize how workers respond to
turbulent times.

This book challenges the dominant narrative of probation’s decline in recent literature and constructs three
‘ideal types’ of probation worker - ‘lifers’, ‘second careerists’ and ‘offender managers.’ Each makes an
essential contribution to probation cultures, which collectively contribute to, rather than undermine, the
effectiveness of offender management and the future of probation work. This book will be important reading
for researchers in the disciplines of criminology, criminal justice, sociology and management as well as
probation workers of all grades and those in training.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

Here thing why this kind of Doing Probation Work: Identity in a Criminal Justice Occupation (Routledge
Frontiers of Criminal Justice) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is
good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Doing Probation
Work: Identity in a Criminal Justice Occupation (Routledge Frontiers of Criminal Justice) giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar
with Doing Probation Work: Identity in a Criminal Justice Occupation (Routledge Frontiers of Criminal
Justice). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area,
café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Doing Probation Work: Identity in a Criminal Justice Occupation (Routledge Frontiers of
Criminal Justice) in e-book can be your substitute.

Bonnie Mentzer:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Doing Probation Work: Identity in a
Criminal Justice Occupation (Routledge Frontiers of Criminal Justice) book since this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Richard Valadez:

Often the book Doing Probation Work: Identity in a Criminal Justice Occupation (Routledge Frontiers of
Criminal Justice) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Joseph Langley:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Doing Probation Work:
Identity in a Criminal Justice Occupation (Routledge Frontiers of Criminal Justice) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means
for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Doing



Probation Work: Identity in a Criminal Justice Occupation (Routledge Frontiers of Criminal Justice) become
your current starter.
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