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The complex relationship between America and the Arab world goes back further than most people realize.
In Artillery of Heaven, Ussama Makdisi presents a foundational American encounter with the Arab world
that occurred in the nineteenth century, shortly after the arrival of the first American Protestant missionaries
in the Middle East. He tells the dramatic tale of the conversion and death of As'ad Shidyaq, the earliest Arab
convert to American Protestantism. The struggle over this man's body and soul-and over how his story might
be told-changed the actors and cultures on both sides.

In the unfamiliar, multireligious landscape of the Middle East, American missionaries at first conflated
Arabs with Native Americans and American culture with an uncompromising evangelical Christianity. In
turn, their Christian and Muslim opponents in the Ottoman Empire condemned the missionaries as
malevolent intruders. Yet during the ensuing confrontation within and across cultures an unanticipated spirit
of toleration was born that cannot be credited to either Americans or Arabs alone. Makdisi provides a
genuinely transnational narrative for this new, liberal awakening in the Middle East, and the challenges that
beset it.

By exploring missed opportunities for cultural understanding, by retrieving unused historical evidence, and
by juxtaposing for the first time Arab perspectives and archives with American ones, this book counters a
notion of an inevitable clash of civilizations and thus reshapes our view of the history of America in the Arab
world.
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From reader reviews:

April Wages:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Artillery of Heaven: American
Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The United States in the World) book because
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Lloyd Schuler:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed
Conversion of the Middle East (The United States in the World) as the daily resource information.

Clara Brownfield:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the
Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The United States in the World) can be fine book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Helen Widner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The United
States in the World) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book
then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Artillery of
Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The United States in the
World) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful



details for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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