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The launch of Sputnik 1 in 1957 ushered in an exciting era of scientific and technological advancement. As
television news anchors, radio hosts, and journalists reported the happenings of the American and the Soviet
space programs to millions of captivated citizens, words that belonged to the worlds of science, aviation, and
science fiction suddenly became part of the colloquial language. What's more, NASA used a litany of
acronyms in much of its official correspondence in an effort to transmit as much information in as little time
as possible. To translate this peculiar vocabulary, Paul Dickson has compiled the curious lingo and
mystifying acronyms of NASA in an accessible dictionary of the names, words, and phrases of the Space
Age.

Aviators, fighter pilots, and test pilots coined the phrases "spam in a can" (how astronauts felt prelaunch as
they sat in a tiny capsule atop a rocket booster); "tickety-boo" (things are fine), and "the Eagle has landed"
(Neil Armstrong's famous quote when Apollo 11 landed on the Moon).

This dictionary captures a broader foundation for language of the Space Age based on the historic principles
employed by the Oxford English Dictionary and Webster's New Third International Dictionary. Word
histories for major terms are detailed in a conversational tone, and technical terms are deciphered for the
interested student and lay reader.

This is a must-own reference for space history buffs.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

With other case, little individuals like to read book A Dictionary of the Space Age (New Series in NASA
History). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book A Dictionary of the Space Age (New Series in NASA History). You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Curtis Tyson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a reserve. The book A Dictionary of the Space Age (New Series in NASA History) it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses
high quality.

Doreen Looney:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is actually A Dictionary of the Space Age (New Series in NASA History). This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Robert Long:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book A Dictionary of the Space Age (New Series in NASA History). You can contribute your knowledge by
it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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