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Call it the Vietham Syndrome or Black Hawk Down blowback. It's the standard assumption that Americans
won't tolerate combat casualties, that arising body count lowers support for war. But that's not true, argues
historian Steven Casey; even worse, this assumption damages democracy. Fearing a backlash, the military
has routinely distorted its casualty reportsin order to hide the true cost of war.

When Soldiers Fall takes a new look at the way Americans have dealt with the toll of armed conflict.
Drawing on avast array of sources, from George Patton's command papers to previously untapped New York
Times archives, Casey ranges from World War | (when the U.S. government first began to report casualties)
to the War on Terror, examining officia policy, the press, and the public reaction. Not surprisingly, leaders
from Douglas MacArthur to Donald Rumsfeld have played down casualties. But the reverse has sometimes
been true. At acrucia moment in World War 11, the military actually exaggerated casualties to counter the
public's complacency about ultimate victory. More often, though, official announcements have been unclear,
out of date, or deliberately mideading--resulting in media challenges. In World War |, reporters had to rely
on figures published by the enemy; in World War 11, the armed forces went for an entire year without
releasing casualty tallies. Casey discusses the impact of changing presidential administrations, the role of
technology, the dispersal of correspondents to cover multiple conflicts, and the enormous improvementsin
our ability to identify bodies. Recreating the controversies that have surrounded key battles, from the Meuse-
Argonneto the Tet Offensive to Fallujah, the author challenges the formula that higher 1osses lower support
for war.

Integrating military, political, and media history, When Soldiers Fall provides the first in-depth account of
the impact of battlefield losses in America
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From reader reviews:
Helen Henson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, aswell as
soon. The When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat L osses from World War | to
Afghanistan provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Jonathan McL ean:

This When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat Losses from World War | to
Afghanistan is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat L osses
from World War | to Afghanistan can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is
easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep | meanin
the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't missthis! Just read this e-book type for your better life aswell as
knowledge.

Raymond L angford:

In this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do isjust
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of many booksin the top list
in your reading list is When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat L osses from World
War | to Afghanistan. Thisbook that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Dennis Utley:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by net on social media Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It isreferred to as of
book When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat L osses from World War | to
Afghanistan. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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