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The God of the Left Hemisphere explores the remarkabl e connections between the activities and functions of
the human brain that writer William Blake termed 'Urizen' and the powerful complex of rationalising and
ordering processes which modern neuroscience identifies as 'l eft hemisphere' brain activity. The book argues
that Blake's profound understanding of the human brain is finding surprising corroboration in recent
neuroscientific discoveries, such as those of the influential Harvard neuro-anatomist Jill Bolte Taylor, and it
explores Blake's provocative supposition that the emergence of these rationalising, law-making, and
'limiting' activities within the human brain has been recorded in the earliest Creation texts, such asthe
Hebrew Bible, Plato's Timaeus, and the Norse sagas. Blake's prescient insight into the nature and origins of
this dominant force within the brain allows him to radically reinterpret the psychological basis of the entity
usually referred to in these texts as 'God'. The book drawsin particular on the work of Bolte Taylor, whose
study in thisareais having a profound impact on how we understand mental activity and processes. Bolte
Taylor was listed as one of Time Magazine's 100 Most Influential People in 2008 and her book recounting
her research into left and right brain activity spent seventeen weeks in the New Y ork Times best-seller list.
The God of the Left Hemisphere also dovetails in many exciting and provocative ways with lain
McGilchrist's recent study of the impact of brain lateralisation on human culturein The Master and his
Emissary: The Divided Brain and the Making of the Western World (2009). It is significant in this respect
that McGilchrist also sees Blake's figure of Urizen as an ‘instantiation of the left hemisphere take on the
world'.In the second part of the book the author extends Blake's understanding of Urizenic activities and
functions into a broader discussion concerning the place of both religion and rationality in contemporary
culture. In particular, he examines Blake's contention that whilst religion and rationalistic science are
supposed to be at loggerheads, symptomatic of a'two cultures divide, what they resemble more are different
(or rival) versions of essentially similar systems of thoughts ('R1' and 'R2'). In order to clarify the nature of
this relationship the author updates Blake's original imagery of mills and machinery to denote Urizenic
processes and employs instead the more modern metaphor of rival operating systems, battling it out for
supremacy of the left brain. Blake's presentation of Urizen as the 'Holy Reasoning Power' succinctly captures
what he saw as the underlying rationalizing processes of orthodox religion as well as the religious and
largely unconscious nature of much post-Newtonian science.
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From reader reviews:
Edward Foland:

This The God of the Left Hemisphere: Blake, Bolte Taylor and the Myth of Creation book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read alot
of information you will get. This specific The God of the Left Hemisphere: Blake, Bolte Taylor and the
Myth of Creation without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry The God of the Left Hemisphere: Blake, Bolte Taylor and the Myth of
Creation can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The God of the Left Hemisphere: Blake, Bolte
Taylor and the Myth of Creation having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Linda Manning:

Why? Because this The God of the Left Hemisphere: Blake, Bolte Taylor and the Myth of Creation isan
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret thisinside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
fully. So, it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you alot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If | have been you | will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Mattie Regan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short timeto read it because all of thistime you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. The God of the Left Hemisphere: Blake, Bolte Taylor and the Myth of Creation can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Paul M oore:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The God of the Left Hemisphere: Blake,
Bolte Taylor and the Myth of Creation to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill
of reading ability is devel oping when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you
to like to open up abook and read it. Beside that the reserve The God of the Left Hemisphere: Blake, Bolte



Taylor and the Myth of Creation can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of that time.
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