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From Stranger than Paradise (1984) to Synecdoche, New York (2008), America's independent films often
seem to defy classification. Their strategies of storytelling and representation vary widely, and they range
from raw, no-budget productions to the more polished releases of Hollywood's "specialty" divisions.
Understanding American indies involves more than just considering films. Filmmakers, distributors,
exhibitors, festivals, critics, and audiences play a role in the art's identity, which is always understood in
relation to the Hollywood mainstream.

By locating the American indie in the historical context of the Sundance-Miramax era (the mid-1980s to the
end of the 2000s), Michael Z. Newman considers indie cinema as an alternative American film culture. His
work isolates patterns of character and realism, formal play, and oppositionality in these films and the
function of festivals, art houses, and critical media in promoting them. He accounts for the power of
audiences to distinguish indie films from mainstream Hollywood and to seek socially emblematic characters
and playful form in their narratives. Analyzing films such as Welcome to the Dollhouse (1996), Lost in
Translation (2003), Pulp Fiction (1994), and Juno (2007), along with the work of Nicole Holofcener, Jim
Jarmusch, John Sayles, Steven Soderbergh, and the Coen brothers, Newman investigates the conventions that
cast indies as culturally legitimate works of art and sustain these films' appeal. In doing so, he not only binds
these diverse works together within a cluster of distinct viewing strategies but also invites readers to
reevaluate the difference of independent cinema, as well as its relationship to class and taste culture.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Forde:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Indie: An American Film Culture (Film and
Culture Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Rosalie Lloyd:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Indie: An American Film Culture
(Film and Culture Series), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Mary Bessler:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. Indie: An American Film Culture (Film and Culture Series) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Brittany Gonzalez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is referred to as of book Indie: An American Film Culture (Film and Culture Series). You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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