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The Scandal of Kabbalah is the first book about the origins of a culture war that began in early modern
Europe and continues to this day: the debate between kabbalists and their critics on the nature of Judaism and
the meaning of religious tradition. From its medieval beginnings as an esoteric form of Jewish mysticism,
Kabbalah spread throughout the early modern world and became a central feature of Jewish life. Scholars
have long studied the revolutionary impact of Kabbalah, but, as Yaacob Dweck argues, they have
misunderstood the character and timing of opposition to it.

Drawing on a range of previously unexamined sources, this book tells the story of the first criticism of
Kabbalah, Ari Nohem, written by Leon Modena in Venice in 1639. In this scathing indictment of Venetian
Jews who had embraced Kabbalah as an authentic form of ancient esotericism, Modena proved the recent
origins of Kabbalah and sought to convince his readers to return to the spiritualized rationalism of
Maimonides.

The Scandal of Kabbalah examines the hallmarks of Jewish modernity displayed by Modena's attack--a
critical analysis of sacred texts, skepticism about religious truths, and self-consciousness about the past--and
shows how these qualities and the later history of his polemic challenge conventional understandings of the
relationship between Kabbalah and modernity. Dweck argues that Kabbalah was the subject of critical
inquiry in the very period it came to dominate Jewish life rather than centuries later as most scholars have
thought.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Segers:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Scandal of Kabbalah: Leon Modena,
Jewish Mysticism, Early Modern Venice (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) to read.

Craig Nazario:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Scandal of Kabbalah: Leon Modena, Jewish Mysticism, Early Modern Venice (Jews, Christians,
and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get previous to. The The Scandal of Kabbalah: Leon Modena, Jewish Mysticism, Early
Modern Venice (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Marylou Arroyo:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Scandal of Kabbalah: Leon Modena, Jewish Mysticism,
Early Modern Venice (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) why because
the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Catherine Gates:

This The Scandal of Kabbalah: Leon Modena, Jewish Mysticism, Early Modern Venice (Jews, Christians,



and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) is great reserve for you because the content which is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Scandal of
Kabbalah: Leon Modena, Jewish Mysticism, Early Modern Venice (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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