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A Philosophical History of Love explores the importance and development of love in the Western world.
Wayne Cristaudo argues that love is a materializing force, a force consisting of various distinctive qualities
or spirits. He argues that we cannot understand Western civilization unless we realize that, within its
philosophical and religious heritage, there is a deep and profound recognition of love’s creative and
redemptive power.

Cristaudo explores philosophical love (the love of wisdom) and the love of God and neighbor. The history of
the West is equally a history of phantasmic versions of love and the thwarting of love. Thus, the history of
our hells may be seen as the history of love’s distortions and the repeated pseudo-victories of our preferences
for the phantasms of love. Cristaudo argues that the catastrophes from our phantasmic loves threaten to
extinguish us, forcing us repeatedly to open ourselves to new possibilities of love, to new spirits.

Fusing philosophy, literature, theology, psychology, and anthropology, the volume reviews major thinkers in
the field, from Plato and Freud, to Pierce, Shakespeare, and Flaubert. Cristaudo explores the major themes of
love of the Church, romantic love and the return of the feminine, the conflict between familial and romantic
love, love in a meaningless world and the love of evil, and the evolutionary idea of love. With Cristaudo, the
reader embarks on a journey not just through time, but also through the different kinds, origins, and spirits of
love.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
A Philosophical History of Love: 0, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Antoinette Hogg:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The A
Philosophical History of Love: 0 provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Jeff Wheeler:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book A Philosophical History of Love: 0 was vibrant
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Philosophical History of Love: 0 has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Delbert Storey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this A Philosophical History of Love: 0 can make you feel more
interested to read.
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